AWQAF SA SPEECH: OPENING SESSION
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee, National Coordinator,  Awqaf SA
Br MC;  Hon President Thabo Mbeki , Your Excellencies the Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Conference, Rector of the University of Johannesburg, Dr Ihron Rensburg, the Director General of IRCICA, Dr Khalid Eren; Sh Ebrahim Gabriels, Honorable Ulama, Scholars, Guests and friends: Assalaamualaykum/ Peace Be Upon You You; UkuThula!!!

A warm welcome to all. As the Local Organising Committee of the International Symposium on “Islamic Civilisation in Southern Africa” we deeply appreciate your attendance and participation.

Not so long ago, the Muslim Community commemorated the Bicentennial Anniversary of the Unbanning of Islam in this country. At the same time we also commemorated the 10 years of Democracy. We were reminded of the great struggles of Tuan Guru, Sheikh Yusuf, and others incarcerated on Robben Island.  We were reminded also of the valiant struggles of Ahmed Timol, Babla Saloojee, Imam Haron  and several unsung heroes who made the Ultimate Sacrifice for freedom and democracy in our land. We were also reminded of the many contributions made by the Muslim community in the economy, particularly the trader and hawker who contributed to education and infrastructure, despite the obstacles and restrictions of  the colonial and apartheid eras.  
Today we hold our heads up high and regard ourselves as part of the landscape of this country. It would not be out of order to say that as a community, we commit ourselves to further contribute and participate fully in all walks of life. Our NGO sector is doing sterling work especially among the poorest of the poor of all races and creeds.  We need to intensify this work in terms of job creation, skills development, and self reliance programmes.  We also need to build partnerships and enter into joint ventures with or Black and White counterparts. We need to take advantage of all opportunities that were formerly closed to us at all levels of civil society and government. 

Awqaf SA has set out to build an institutionalised community-based charitable endowment fund - the waqf institution –  in this part of the world  - where every member of the community has an opportunity to make a long term commitment and contribution to poverty alleviation, nation building and community development. Awqaf SA calls on everyone to revive this practice of  the Honorable Sahaba – Companions  of the Noble Prophet (Peace be and Blessings on all).   In order to sustain the many worthwhile community projects and programmes that are initiated from time to time, we need to build our funding base so that projects deliver as intended and are run and managed in a professional way, and at the same time we help create a culture of self reliance that will lead to empowerment. We are confident that the Muslim community, in particular,  will intensify their support and help grow this divinely inspired  institution as you have done in the past.

It is our honour and privilege to be associated with the University of Johannesburg, IRCICA, and the broader community in organizing this historic and this Symposium. We believe that the Symposium will be another milestone in the annals of our collective history as a major contribution to the production of knowledge and intellectual capital. We wish all participants and scholars a pleasant stay. Thank you for your Support. Jazakallukhairan. May Allah Bless You all.
