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There comes a time and a period in the history of nations when they must traverse in some profoundly irreversible and visible way, the journey from the old to the new. That time and that period for our participation as key players in our region on the benevolent continent of Africa have irreversibly forged ahead. 
The ideals of the new must find articulation by the Muslim community, who must express with freshness and energy the deepest and most fateful aspirations of their Islamic custom. The contribution and resilience displayed by credible persons of the Muslim faith in Southern Africa has been and should continue to be: honest, dedicated, mature, and stable. 
It is perhaps appropriate that the International Symposium on Islamic Civilisation in Southern Africa is being convened in South Africa. Emancipated from the albatross and tensions of apartheid, South Africa has the potential richness, the traditions and the internal dynamic to reclaim and to renew for the entire continent both internal enthusiasm from those participating in its reception and application, as well as external legitimacy from those with whom it would wish to share a rapidity involving an African Renaissance and a culture based on the founding values of Ubuntu. 
Metaphorically Ubuntu expresses itself in umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu describing the significance of group solidarity on survival issues, so essential to the survival of communities. It articulates a basic respect and compassion for others.      

The Holy Quraan together with the torchbearers of Islam has shown that the loadstar is cast in the direction of the path of righteousness, and piety; justice and fair play to all of humanity. Islam has furnished  basic emotions and loyalties which gradually unify scattered individuals and groups and finally transform them into a well defined people. Similarly, Ubuntu speaks of our inter-connectedness, our common humanity and the responsibility to each that flows from our connection. 

It is paradoxically within the reality of our own indigenous history of shame and pain which may peculiarly qualify us as citizens of the brilliant African continent to bring to the culture of Ubuntu a special dimension of relevance and of creativity. The manifest disintegration of colonialism, imperialism and apartheid has throughout Southern Africa unleashed exciting moral and intellectual energies in the search for new social, economic and political solutions premised on the culture of fundamental human rights. 

The collective aim of the symposium to be conducted over the next three days may be captured as follows: The precepts of our Islamic and African beliefs and values teach us to expand our energy for the benefit of all humanity, and the democratic temper which informs these precepts must sustain our enthusiastic participation in all structures, as well as the commitment to social and economic justice that will ultimately release us as a continent, still suffocating from incapacities. 

This in turn could generate learning and better understanding about human beings, their rights and obligations and ultimately it could accelerate better values and sensitivities to our ethos as Africans.
The moral content of that ethos could cement those values and give it stability and depth. But perhaps above all the spiritual dimension in this ethos could arguably mutate us into a special form of species which would come from the maturity of knowing that each of us is indeed his brothers’ keeper.   

Today, it really feels good to be African.
I thank you.
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